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The statutes punishing extortion or blackmail fall into two general categories; one type of statute tends to emphasize the 
extortion itself—the actual attainment of money or other thing of value—while the other type punishes the extortive threat 
whether anything was obtained thereby or not.' Under statutes emphasizing the actual attainment of money or other thing of 
value, no conviction can be had where there has been no transfer of a thing of value from the victim to the accused.’ The 
obtaining of property from another through extortion means not only that the person threatened give up something but also 
that the person making the threat actually receive something.’ 


In contrast, under statutes focusing on the extortive threat, the crime is complete before the money or other thing of value is 
handed over.* 
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